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Sellew Fundraising Effort a Success 

Thanks to overwhelming support from the 
community, we are proud to announce that we 
have purchased the Sellew property in East 
Hampton. As many of you know, the Land Trust 
was awarded a State of Connecticut Open Space 
Watershed Land Acquisition Grant to acquire the 
property, contingent on coming up with a 50% 
local match.   

Through the tireless efforts of several of our 
Board members and the generosity of our donors, 
we were able to raise the $30,000 necessary to 
match the state grant. A listing of the groups and 
individuals that made this purchase possible is 
included in this newsletter on page 3. Our thanks 
go out to each and every one of you who 
contributed to this worthwhile project.  
 

 
Upcoming Dedications 

The Middlesex Land Trust will be hosting two 
dedications this spring. We hope you can join us! 

The dedication of the Oak Ledges Preserve will 
take place on Sunday May 6, at 98 South Road in 
Portland. The event will begin at 1:00 PM and will 
feature a hike of the property. John LeShane, long time 
board member of the Middlesex Land Trust and donor 
and steward of the Oak Ledges Preserve, will lead the 
hike. Refreshments will be served following the hike. 

On Saturday May 12 we will be dedicating the 
Sellew Open Space parcel, located at the end of 
Dogwood Drive in East Hampton. The ceremony will 
begin at 10:00 AM and follow with a hike of the 
property. Refreshments will be served after the hike. 
 
 

 
 
 

MLT Annual Meeting 
 

Keep the evening of May 21, 2001 open on your 
calendars. The Land Trust Annual Meeting will be 
held that Monday night at 7:00 P.M. at the deKoven 
House in Middletown. We will be sending out more 
information about the meeting as we get closer to the 
date. The meeting will feature a presentation on 
Meshomasic State Forest and, of course, a look at what 
we have accomplished over the last year, thanks in no 
small measure to your support. 
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Spring Activities and Work Parties 

 
April 16, 2001 (Monday) – King Preserve - Middletown 
Meet at the preserve at 80 Sisk Street in Middletown 
at 5:00 PM. We will post boundaries, put up signs, 
and review and address the encroachment issue.  For 
additional details contact John LeShane, 342-0658. 
 
April 21, 2001 – Jackson Preserve/South Farms/Delbert 
Harris - Middletown 
Meet at Jackson Preserve at 9:00 AM on Wilcox Street, 
where we will plant trees adjacent to boundary pins. 
Then, we will move up Sumner Brook to our South 
Farms parcel for boundary marking and general 

cleanup. If time permits we will also visit the Delbert 
Harris Preserve. For additional details 
contact John LeShane, 342-0658. 
 
April 28, 2001 – Taylor Brook Preserve - 
Portland/East Hampton town line 
Meet at Taylor Brook preserve at 9:00 
AM. Work will include control of 
Japanese barberry, continued trail clearing and trash 
pickup along Middle Haddam Road in Portland. Alan 
Hurst will lead the work, 267-2799.  

(continued on page 4) 

 
 
I am happy to report that, by the time you read this newsletter, we will have closed on the Sellew Open 

Space parcel in East Hampton. Our first foray into the State Department of Environmental Protection Open 
Space matching grant program was an adventure and a learning experience for us and we are pleased to 
have met the challenge. We extend a very large thank you, once again, to each of the individuals and 
organizations who teamed up with us to make this acquisition a reality. As the saying goes “We couldn’t 
have done it without you”! 

 
We are also pleased to report another milestone. Nonprofit organizations love milestones since they help 

us to focus our energies and to realize that we are having a positive impact in our communities.  
 
Past Land Trust Chairman and long time board member John LeShane, aka “Meshomasic Man” and 

“Iron John” and a number of other monikers, offered the land trust an 8.25 acre portion of his property 
which abuts the Meshomasic State Forest. With this wonderful donation came a few provisions. John would 
be the steward, and the property would be ringed with trails and uniquely named areas of interest. We 
would expect nothing less. Thank you, John. The milestone…we now have over 100 acres of property 
protected in the Town of Portland by the Middlesex Land Trust. 

 
Also included in this newsletter is our work party schedule and who to contact for each of the planned 

workdays, as well as some other activities you may be interested in. Our work parties typically start at 9:00 
AM and run for three to four hours. Activities are family friendly and all volunteers, regardless of age or 
experience, are invited. Starting on this page (and continued on page 4) are short descriptions of the 
particular tasks we hope to accomplish and the location and time we plan to meet. If you have an interest in 
one or two of the events, call the director, steward or volunteer in charge and ask about details, directions 
and parking. You will find that all of these activities are fun, require only a short time commitment on your 
part, and are a great way to meet interesting people. Last but not least, your help will go a long way in 
aiding the Middlesex Land Trust to preserve our natural heritage.  

          Alan 

The Chairman’s Corner 
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THANK YOU, SELLEW PROPERTY DONORS 
 

Platinum - $500 and up 
American Distilling & Manufacturing 
Bobcat of Connecticut 
East Hampton Lions 
East Hampton Rotary 
East Hampton Village Lions 
Alan Hurst 
Masonic Lodge #112 AF & AM 
Gene Nichols 
Don Rittman 
Town of East Hampton 
William Wasch 
Helen Wells 
Tom Wells 
Stuart Winquist & Irene Kuck 
 
Gold - $250 to $499 
Alan Bergren 
Mary Ann Dostaler 
Herbert & Barbara Duey 
East Hampton Jr. Women’s Club 
Carolyn Bonnie Geysen, CPA 
State Representative Gail Hamm 
Richard Knotek, CPA 
Robert & Rosemary Kilpatrick 
Liberty Bank 
Nick & Pat Meanwell 
Meshomasic Hiking Club 
Nick Mougey & Jane Bisantz 
Harry & Maureen Pokorny  
Mr. & Mrs. David Porteus  
Ralph Urban & Robin Hammeal Urban 
  
Silver - $100 to $249 
Peter Arcidiacono  
Don & Nancy Ballard 
Belleville Chapter #46 Order of the 

Eastern Star 
Berlin Land Trust  
Michael & Terry Brogan 
Burt Realty 
John Calvocoressi 
Julie Ciucias 
Robert Curzan 
Stewart Danziger, DMD 
Katherine Doak 
Allan & Barbara Dresser 
Nancy Flannery 
Leslie & Barrett Galbraith 
Laurie Giannotti & Rob Butterworth 
Geoffrey & Shirley Harris  
Lynn & John Hines 
Carol & Stephen Karney 
George & Eleanor King 
Mark Lantsberger  
Mattabesseck Audubon Society 
Middle Haddam Garden Club 
Jack Murray 
Prudence & T.J. Palmer 
Gary & Payao Perritt 

Ralph & Charlotte Phil 
Phil Photography Lab 
Tony & Barbara Razel 
Kevin Reich 
Mr. & Mrs. John Sease 
Stephanie Shakofsky 
Jim & Michelle Sitro 
Peter & Margaret Standley 
Richard Walker 
Richard Wells 
Carlton Winslow 
 
Green - $50 to $99 
Jim & Diane Ahearn 
Michelle & David Arcidiacono 
Joanne Barmasse 
Deborah & Damian Batitt 
Jennifer Berckenstock 
Tom & Susan Bransfield 
Albert Cheung 
Maryanne & John Ciriello 
Karen Cormier & Marian Dziama 
George & Alannah Coshow 
Sharon Dalton 
Carol deBerry 
Cynthia & John Delfavero 
Dan Eldridge 
Richard & Elsie Erlandson 
N. Jane Fox 
Susan Freimuth 
Mrs. John Gardner 
Mary Goff 
Fred & Phyllis Hansen 
Jay Hansen 
Paul & Berry Honore 
Janet Kniffin 
Mark Labbe 
Tom & Sue Ladny 
John LeShane 
Ellen & Lewis Lukens 
Susan Magee 
James Mathias 
Diane Moore 
David & Nancy Ninesling  
Richard Norkun 
Barbara Petroske 
Victor Phil 
Brenda Picciolo 
Elaine & Paul Puzzo 
Michael Reife 
Mrs. James Royster 
Randall & Diane Rushin 
Alice Sexton 
Paul & Cathy Shanley 
Robert & Cyndi Shirshac 
Gladys & Eaton Smith 
Jim & Kathleen Standish 
Joel Stocker 
Robert & Deb Viti  
Dr. Cyrus Walker 

Other 
Belltown Garden Club 
John Bernetich 
Michael Boutin 
Ron & Suzanne Brady 
Elaine Carta 
Barbara Colegrove 
Susan Cooley 
Frank Costa 
Gregory Curtis 
Larry Cyrulik 
Karen Cwirka 
Darcy Darna 
Dorothy Dipiro 
Nellie Doak 
William & Janet Donlon 
Bob Drewry 
John & Marie Durkin 
Christine Frontel 
John Gawlak 
Ricard & Allison Harris 
Darlene Hart 
Steve & Wendy Iacino 
Doris Jameson 
Jennifer Jasenski 
Jackie Labella 
Valarie Lagace 
Meriden Land Trust 
Donna & Bernard Monnes  
Judy Moran 
Karen Olson & Brendan Flannery 
William Park 
Kerry Pasarelli & Christopher Darby 
Bradley & Julie Pearce 
Patricia Rasch 
Robert Reed 
Gail Reen 
Dr. Charles Robbins 
Anna Robinson 
David & Paula Sandler 
Peter Saltsman 
Alison Schroth 
John Shomsky 
Edward Siecienski 
Alfred Russel Smiley 
Rene & Gloria Smith 
Robert Smith 
Bruce & Susan Strickland 
Muriel Swanson 
Arthur & Phyllis Waldman 
Geraldine Whittles 
Katherine Willson 
Daniel & Deborah-Ann Wilton 
George & Florence Wolfson 
Karen & Richard Yeske 
George Zepko 
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Spring Activities and Work Parties, cont. 
 
 
May 7, 2001 (Monday) – Holmgren Preserve – 
East Hampton/Haddam town line 
Meet at preserve entrance on Clarkhurst Road 
in Haddam to control Japanese barberry, check 
on postings and hike to the utility right-of-
way. For information contact Alan Hurst, 267-
2799. 
 
May 19, 2001 – Benson Preserves - Middletown 
Meet at juncture of Stantack and Spruce Brook Roads at 
9 AM. We will post boundaries, and do general cleanup  
and trail building/clearing. For additional details contact  
John LeShane, 342-0658. 
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The Middlesex Land Trust 
Membership Application 

 
Name(s) _____________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 
  _____________________________________ 

Phone     ______________________  
 

  This is an address change 
 

  Annual Membership………………………… $10 
  Sustaining Membership………………………$35 
  Patron Membership ………………………....$500 
  Life Membership …………………………...$1000 

  I would like to learn more about donating land 
or conservation easements. 

  I would like to donate time. 

  Stewardship Fund   $____________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to: 
The Middlesex Land Trust, Inc., and mail to  
27 Washington Street, Middletown, CT  06457  

Dues & Contributions are Tax Deductible 

Don’t forget your employer’s matching gift form! 

 

 Think Globally, Act Locally  
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