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Successful Letters to Harry Book Event Held

New MLT Website Launched

What do silver mining in Nevada, the laying of the
Airline Railroad in Connecticut and The Middlesex
Land Trust have in common? This question was
answered and an intriguing tale told at a book event
held at the Portland Library to celebrate the recent
publication of Letters to Harry 1872-1874, edited by the
late Portland residents, Prudence Taylor Palmer and TJ
Palmer. Friends of the Palmers, perfectly cast as the
authors of the historic letters, piqued the interest of the
audience as they expertly brought their correspondence
with Harry to life.

We are pleased to announce the launch of our new
Middlesex Land Trust web site! Our volunteers have
been working diligently for the past few months to put
a new face on the MLT site. In addition to our great
new look, we have added new content, including
copies of past newsletters.

This celebration was the culmination of several
years of work by dedicated friends of Prudence and TJ,
particularly Gay Smith and Nancy D’Oench, to see the
manuscript published. The Middlesex Land Trust is
proud to have had a part in fulfilling their wish.
The original letters, a copy of Letters to Harry 1872-1874,
and photos will be donated the Yale University Western
collection. Copies of the book are available for purchase
at the Portland Library or by contacting The Middlesex
Land Trust. The price is $20.00, plus $5.00 shipping and

Look to the new site for information on work
parties, hikes and upcoming events. We are also planning to expand our list of preserves with added details
such as property descriptions, maps, highlights, etc…
If you haven’t seen the new site yet, please swing
on by www.middlesexlandtrust.org and let us know
what you think! Thanks!

handling, with all proceeds going to MLT.
We are forever indebted to the Palmers for their
incredible generosity and vision in donating their
magnificent property to the
Land Trust for present and
future generations to enjoy.
All are welcome to explore
the Palmer-Taylor Preserve
located in Portland. The 80+
acre parcel includes fields and
forests, streams and ledges,
and trails and vistas just
waiting for your visit. Come
and walk in Harry’s
footsteps.
Cast of Letters to Harry reading
(left to right): Jeremy Stone, Doris
Sherrow-Heidenis, John LeShane,
Gay Smith, Woody D'Oench,
Nancy D'Oench, Alain Munkittrick,
and Jerry Wensinger
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The Chairpersons’

Corner

Dear MLT Members:
I spent a week on the North Carolina coast this summer and a few
thoughts from that visit stood out. Over the last 40 years, I have visited
many spots along the eastern seaboard from St. Johns, Newfoundland to
Miami, FL. The attraction of the sea draws many, and the development
pressure is relentless. Once relatively remote and undeveloped shorelines
are no longer untouched and unaffected. I believe these areas are crystal
balls for more inland geographies such as northern Middlesex County.
The first lesson is that at some point in the future, land still undeveloped
will be that we have chosen to protect through our actions as communities.
While on the Carolina shore we were intrigued to learn that
endangered Green and Loggerhead sea turtles make their nests there, and
loose networks of volunteers monitor the beaches every morning for the
tracks of females who have laid their eggs during the night. The nests are
confirmed and marked off to prevent them from being trampled. Then at
hatching time, anywhere between 50 and 70 days later, the nest is babysat
for several hours each night by still more volunteers who sweep a smooth
“runway” to the surf, and educate beach walkers to ensure maximum
success for the baby turtles crawling to the ocean. At Topsail Beach, this
has been going on since 1983. It takes 25 year to 30 years for a turtle to
mature and return to its natal beach to lay eggs. This was the first summer
that they may be seeing the results of their efforts!
These volunteers may be making the difference between survival and
extinction of the turtles. Lesson number two: conservation takes time and
patience, in this case, over 25 years. And none of this would happen
without many individuals dedicating time to this cause. The survival rate
among sea turtles under natural conditions is very low, but it is extremely
low with human activity. A single volunteer could mean the difference for
one turtle returning, a small turtle that wouldn’t have made it to the water
to begin its journey without someone removing the barriers of sandcastles
and footprints. The last lesson is that every individual’s effort makes a
difference.
We see these same three lessons at work here at home. People like the
Haddam Neck Spirit’s Jim McHutchison have worked tirelessly, with
patience and perseverance, over many years to attract interest and spur to
action many partners—the local community, the Town of Haddam, The
Nature Conservancy (TNC), the State of Connecticut, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and The Middlesex Land Trust—in preserving the lower
Pine Brook and Salmon River areas in Haddam Neck. The results have
been slow in coming, but with persistence, open space such as the TNC
and Town of Haddam’s Johnson parcel, and MLT’s Pine Brook Falls
preserve have been protected. After nearly two years of hard work and the
generous financial support of many in the local community, The
Middlesex Land Trust has closed on the 50-acre Kruger Farm Project in
Haddam Neck.
(Continued on page 3)
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Fall Stewardship Activities

Chairman’s Corner (continued from page 2)

More significant parcels in this corridor need
protection. Your help and your money can continue to
make a difference. The most critical effort going on
right now is the disposition of the Connecticut Yankee
property, the former site of the nuclear power plant
located between Salmon Cove and the Connecticut
River. Take the time to write or email your state
representatives and the governor to tell them how
important it is that the state preserves this property for
conservation. It is a major keystone to the Lower
Salmon River. Protection of this 500+ acre parcel will
continue the momentum that will provide the means
to protect additional open space in this corridor.

Upcoming work parties are listed below. Members are welcome to join the “parties” and visit the
preserve at the same time. For more information,
including directions, contact John LeShane, 342-0658.
Please note that heavy and steady rain cancels all
activities.
Saturday, November 15, 2008, 9AM—Harris Preserve,
Middletown. Mow and walk the preserve.
Saturday, November 29, 2008, 9AM—Pine Brook Falls
Preserve, East Hampton. Paint and work on the trail.

Jerry and Marcy Monkman

Please join the effort. What remains undeveloped
open space in the future along this beautiful river in
our backyard, is what we choose to protect today by
our actions.
Stuart Winquist

This fall the Stewardship Committee has installed
the last of six signboards on our Flagship preserves,
and continued maintenance and trail work as needed.
Flagship preserves are identified as such due to their
size (more than 20 acres) and recreational potential
(existing trail systems). We invite you, as always, to
come for a hike and admire our new signs!

The lower Salmon
River flows into
Salmon Cove,
where it meets the
Connecticut River
in Haddam Neck.

2009 MIDDLESEX LAND TRUST MEMBERSHIP FORM
YES—I would like to help protect open space in northern Middlesex County in 2009!
Name(s) ______________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Phone ______________________________________________
E-Mail _______________________________________________

I would like to:

Renewal
New membership
Individual Membership……..…………….… $20
Sustaining Membership………………………$35
Patron Membership.………………………....$100
Guarantor Membership ………………......$250
Benefactor Membership ……………….....$500
Endower Membership ………………….....$750
Life Membership ………………………….....$1000+

give an additional donation for: land acquisition $________________ land stewardship $________________
donate appreciated stock
learn more about donating land or conservation easements
donate time for stewardship, fundraising or office work: please specify_________________________________
give a gift membership: Name__________________________ Address__________________________________
Please make checks payable to The Middlesex Land Trust, and mail to:
deKoven House, 27 Washington Street, Middletown, CT 06457

The Middlesex Land Trust is a 501(c)(3) organization so your dues & contributions are tax deductible
Don’t forget your employer’s matching gift form! Thank you for your support!
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Kruger Purchase Finalized–Partners Help Make MLT’s Newest Preserve a Reality
It's final! We closed on the
Kruger Farm property on
October 22! The Haddam Neck
Spirit and The Middlesex Land
Trust together raised over
$98,000 for the purchase of the
50 acre Kruger Farm in
Haddam Neck, not including
the DEP Open Space Matching
Grant of $219,000 and the Town
of Haddam's $40,000. The
balance of the money came
from MLT's existing funds.
We'd like to recognize the
great effort of our partners in
Haddam that got us to this
milestone and thank all of our
supporters who made it
possible. We are planning a
celebratory dedication for this
new MLT preserve, the Kruger
Farm Preserve, at our Annual
Meeting in spring 2009. Stay
tuned for more information!

MLT Chair Stuart Winquist (left) and Jim McHutchison, Haddam Neck Spirit and Vice-chair
of the Kruger Farm Project sub-committee, at MLT’s new Kruger Farm Preserve
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